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Matthew 6:5-13

When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men.  Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  “But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close the door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.

“And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.  “So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.

“Pray, then in this way:

‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

‘Your kingdom come.  Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

‘Give us this day our daily bread.

‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  

‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.’

This is the fourth petition in The Prayer.  The prayer changes from Your to us and our.

Three parts:

1. Addressing God properly

2. 3 petitions of God-centered worship

3. 3 petitions of human-centered needs

Remember the beautiful order of Jesus’ teaching.

First focus on God and His agenda then we can focus on ours.  

God is concerned with our needs.  That’s His promise.

Philippians 4:19

And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
Notice Jesus has us attend to our bodies before our spirits.  

Our natural well being is necessary for our spiritual well being.

It is very difficult to maintain a vibrant spiritual life when we are unwell – hungry, thirsty, tired, sleep deprived, in debt, having no money.

General William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army

It is hard to preach the Gospel to someone with an empty stomach and is shivering in the cold.

God has a great concern for our physical well-being.

Each word has great meaning…

· Give – not sell it to us or lend it to us.  He gives to us.

Teaches us that God is the giver of all things.

· Us – not me only, but to others in common with me.

This suggests that we are part of a wider body of believers – part of a family of God.  We are part of something bigger than us.

Also teaches us charity and a compassionate concern for the poor and needy.

It also intimates that we ought to pray together with our families since we also eat together.

· This day – not this week or this month. 

Teaches us to renew our hearts to God every day, just as the wants of our bodies are renewed every day so our hearts should be renewed every day before the Lord. 

We would never treat our bodies like we treat our spirits!

· Our – not bread out of other people's mouths. 

Teaches us honesty and industry.

Prov. 20:17

Bread obtained by falsehood is sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel.
Prov. 31:27

She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.

· Daily – everyday 

This word daily comes from a Greek word that is found nowhere else except in Matthew 6:11 and Luke 11:3 – the two references to the Prayer.  It is a word not found in Hellenistic literature or in the Septuagint.  Most scholars believe that Jesus coined this specific word.

DA Carson believes the best translation is “coming day.”

If you prayed in the morning it means today.  If you prayed at night it means tomorrow.

Teaches us not to take thought of tomorrow but depend upon divine Providence. 

· Bread – we ask for what we need and what is good for us and will not ruin us.

Daily bread refers not only to food on our tables but also to life’s essential needs.  

This petition does not refer to literal bread only.  

In Hebrew bread meant all kinds of nutrition but even more than that.

RT Kendall

Daily bread refers to everything non-spiritual that we must have in order to live and cope.  It refers to physical needs, emotional needs, material needs – every need not specifically mentioned in the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer.

This includes shelter and clothing, financial needs, emotional strength, clarity of mind, friends and fellowship, transportation needs, job, career, future, whatever we need to get done what we need to get done every day.

· John Calvin said this petition refers to whatever God knows to be essential.

· Martin Luther said it meant everything necessary for the preservation of this life – food, a healthy body, good weather, home, children, good government, even peace.

· John Stott observed that to decline to mention our needs on the ground that we should not bother God with such trivialities is as great an error as to allow trivialities to dominate our prayers.

We must understand that God is the giver of all things. 

He is the source of all things.

Acts 17:28

For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we also are His children.’
He desires to give us all things.

James 1:17

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.

Let’s have confidence in asking the Lord for what we need to succeed.  

Just do it in the right order. 

----------------
Story of business club at Vanguard: "It's not how much of your stuff are you going to give to God but how much of God's stuff are you going to keep for yourself."

Spirit of Generosity vs. Spirit of Poverty 

God's principles are diametrically opposed to those of the world. God says, "Give and it shall be given unto you..." (Luke 6:38). 

The world says, "Get all you can and can all you get." 

You can never out give God! 

Generosity says... 

1. God is the giver. 

Deut. 8:18

But you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.
2. This is not mine. I am only a steward of what God entrusts to me.

3. God desires to bless my life, spiritually and materially. 

Proverbs 10:22 

It is the blessing of the LORD that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it.
Phil. 4:19


And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Poverty says... 

1. I earned this myself. 

2. This is all mine. 

3. God is a scrooge and does not desire to bless me. He just wants to take from me. 

Generosity will help us to focus on what is important. 

Poverty's fruits  - pride, worry, fear, and insecurity will drive us to overwork. 

When we realize that God is the source – not ourselves, or our paychecks or our savings accounts, we can let go and be content to do the possible and allow God to do the impossible. 

1 Timothy 6:10

For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
Take care of the root and you will not have to deal with its fruit. 

Luke 6:38 

Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return
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